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The Law Council of Australia thanks the Special Rapporteur for his report on the recognition 

of Indigenous Peoples worldwide. 

As noted in the report,i the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

provides a framework to recognise Indigenous Peoples and their rights domestically. The 

Law Council advocates for a National Action Plan to formally and comprehensively 

implement the Declaration in Australia. 

The report also notes the failure of the 2023 referendum to enshrine a First Nations Voice in 

Australia’s Constitution.ii Civics education, including about Australia’s legal system and First 

Nations peoples’ history, is necessary to combat misinformation and disinformation,iii and to 

support the effective implementation and protection of First Nations peoples’ rights in 

Australia. 

Australia’s First Nations peoples face inequality and injustices that deny their human rights. 

They are overrepresented in criminal justice and child protection systems, and this is 

worsening nationally.iv National targets towards healthy birthweights, education, 

employment, housing and life expectancy are not on track to be met.v 

The Law Council welcomes recent steps by the Australian Government to address these 

issues,vi but transformative change is needed to meaningfully realise First Nations rights in 

Australia. 

Special Rapporteur, please affirm the importance of a holistic approach to recognise and 

protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Delivered by Juliana Warner, President of the Law Council of Australia 
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